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   Pinnacle Fellows





EFFECTIVE DATES OF
PROMOTION

Second Lieutenant
May 29, 1996

First Lieutenant
May 29, 1998

Captain
May 29, 2000

Major
May 01, 2006

Lieutenant Colonel
March 01, 2010

Colonel
April 01, 2016

Brigadier General
June 08, 2020

Lieutenant General
July 01, 2024

BIOGRAPHY UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

LIEUTENANT GENERAL MICHAEL E. CONLEY

Lt. Gen. Michael E. Conley is the Commander, Air Force Special Operations
Command, Hurlburt Field, Florida. The command is the Air Force component of U.S.
Special Operations Command. AFSOC provides Air Force special operations forces
for worldwide deployment and assignment to unified combatant commanders. The
command has approximately 20,800 active-duty, Reserve, Air National Guard and
civilian professionals.

Lt. Gen. Conley received his commission through the United States Air Force
Academy in May 1996. Since completing pilot training in 1998, he has operational
experience flying the UH-1N, MH-53 and CV-22, with the majority of his assignments
in special operations aviation. During his career, Lt. Gen. Conley has served multiple
staff assignments, including the Joint Staff as Special Assistant to the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Headquarters Air Force. He has commanded a
squadron, wing and multiple deployed special operations air components.

Prior to assuming his current role, Lt. Gen. Conley served as the Director of
Operations, Headquarters Air Force Special Operations Command, Hurlburt Field,
Florida.

EDUCATION
1996 Bachelor of Science, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo.
2000 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.
2004 Master of Science, Management, University of Maryland University College,
Md.
2006 Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala., by correspondence
2008 Master of Arts, Communication, George Mason University, Va. (Air Force Intern
Program)
2010 Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Ala., by correspondence
2014 Master of Arts, National Security and Strategic Studies, U.S. Naval War
College, Newport, R.I.
2017 Air Force Enterprise Leadership Seminar, Kenan-Flagler Business School,
University of North Carolina, N.C.

ASSIGNMENTS
1. January 1997–August 1997, Student Pilot, T-37, Vance Air Force Base, Okla.
2. August 1997–July 1998, Student Pilot, UH-1N, Fort Rucker, Ala.
3. July 1998–August 2001, UH-1N IP/Executive Officer, 1st Helicopter Squadron,
Andrews AFB, Md.
4. August 2001–July 2002, Student Pilot, MH-53J, 551st Special Operations
Squadron, Kirtland AFB, N.M.
5. July 2002–August 2004, MH-53J/M Instructor Pilot, 20th SOS, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
6. August 2004–February 2007, MH-53M Evaluator Pilot/Flight Commander, 21st
SOS, RAF Mildenhall, United Kingdom
7. February 2007–July 2007, Assistant Operations Officer, 352nd Operations Support Squadron, RAF Mildenhall, U.K.
8. July 2007–December 2008, Air Force Intern Program-Strategic Communication, George Mason University, Fairfax, Va.
9. December 2008–August 2009, Chief, Operations Team, Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs, Headquarters U.S. Air Force,
the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.
10. August 2009–June 2011, Chief, Wing Safety/CV-22 Pilot, 1st Special Operations Wing, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
11. June 2011–July 2013, Commander, 58th OSS, Kirtland AFB, N.M.
12. July 2013–July 2014, Student, U.S. Naval War College, Newport, R.I.
13. July 2014–January 2015, Branch Chief, Joint Staff, J-7, Joint Lessons Learned Division, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.
14. January 2015–June 2016, Deputy Director, Command Advisory Group/Special Assistant to the Combined Joint Chiefs of
Staff, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.
15. June 2016–June 2018, Vice Commander, 27th SOW, Cannon AFB, N.M.
16. June 2018–June 2020, Commander, 1st SOW, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
17. June 2020–July 2022, Deputy Commander, Combined Force Space Component Command, U.S. Space Command,
Vandenberg Space Force Base, Calif.



18. August 2022–July 2023, Director of Strategy, Plans, Requirements, and Programs, Headquarters Air Mobility Command,
Scott AFB, Ill.
19. July 2023–July 2024, Director of Operations, Headquarters Air Force Special Operations Command, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
20. July 2024–present, Commander, Headquarters Air Force Special Operations Command, Hurlburt Field, Fla.

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Rating:  command pilot
Flight hours:  more than 2,400
Aircraft flown:  T-37, UH-1H/N, MH-53J/M, MV-22, CV-22B and other special operations aircraft

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Distinguished Service Medal
Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster
Bronze Star Medal
Defense Meritorious Service Medal
Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Air Medal with five oak leaf clusters
Aerial Achievement Medal with silver oak leaf cluster
Air and Space Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Air and Space Achievement Medal
Combat Action Medal
Humanitarian Service Medal

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS
2005 Air Force Special Operations Command Pilot of the Year

(Current as of July 2024)



EFFECTIVE DATES OF
PROMOTION

Second Lieutenant
June 01, 1994

First Lieutenant
June 01, 1996

Captain
June 01, 1998

Major
July 01, 2004

Lieutenant Colonel
June 01, 2008

Colonel
July 01, 2012

Brigadier General
June 02, 2018

Major General
September 02, 2020

Lieutenant General
August 09, 2024

BIOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

LIEUTENANT GENERAL CASE A. CUNNINGHAM

Lt. Gen. Case A. Cunningham is the Commander, Alaskan Command, Alaskan North
American Aerospace Defense Command Region and Eleventh Air Force, Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska. As the Senior Military Officer in Alaska, he is
responsible for integrating all military activities in the Alaska Theater of Operations,
synchronizing more than 21,000 Active-duty, Guard and Reserve forces across all
services. As commander of ALCOM under United States Northern Command, he is
responsible for executing security and civil support actions. As commander of ANR,
Lt. Gen. Cunningham directs operations to ensure effective surveillance, monitoring,
and defense of the region’s airspace. He is also responsible for the planning and
execution of all homeland defense operations within the area. Finally, Lt. Gen.
Cunningham commands Eleventh Air Force, overseeing the training and readiness
of five Air Force wings with installations located in Alaska, Hawaii and Guam.

Lt. Gen. Cunningham received his commission in 1994 as a graduate of the U.S. Air
Force Academy. He has served as the commander of two wings and as the
commander and leader of the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, the
Thunderbirds. Prior to his current assignment, he was the Commander, U.S. Air
Force Warfare Center, Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada.

Lt. Gen. Cunningham is a Command Pilot with more than 3,400 flying hours,
including more than 600 combat hours in three different aircraft, in multiple areas of
operation.

EDUCATION
1994 Bachelor of Science, Political Science, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado
Springs, Colo.
1999 U.S. Air Force Weapons School, Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.
2001 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
2005 Air Command & Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala., by correspondence
2006 Master of Arts, National Security Studies, American Military University
2006 Master of Science, Strategic Leadership, Air Force Institute of Technology,
Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio
2007 Master of Airpower Art & Science, School of Advanced Air & Space Studies,
Maxwell AFB, Ala.
2009 Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Ala., by correspondence
2012 Air University Lorenz Fellowship, Las Vegas, Nev.
2013 Doctor of Philosophy, Military Strategy, Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
2014 Joint & Combined Warfighting School, Joint Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Va.
2015 Leadership Development Program, Center for Creative Leadership, Colorado
Springs, Colo.
2016 Enterprise Leadership Seminar, Kenan-Flagler School of Business, University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
2023 Joint Flag Officer Warfighting Course, Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

ASSIGNMENTS
1. June 1994–January 1996, Student, Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training, Reese Air Force Base, Texas
2. February 1996–March 1996, Student, Introduction to Fighter Fundamentals, Columbus AFB, Miss.
3. March 1996–October 1996, Student, F-15C Replacement Training Unit, Tyndall AFB, Fla.
4. October 1996–June 1999, F-15C Instructor Pilot, 19th Fighter Squadron, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska
5. July 1999–December 1999, Student, F-15C U.S. Air Force Weapons Instructor Course, Nellis AFB, Nev.
6. January 2000–May 2002, Chief of Weapons, Flight Commander, 27th FS, Langley AFB, Va.
7. June 2002–November 2004, Assistant Operations Officer, Flight Commander, 433rd Weapons Squadron, U.S. Air Force
Weapons School, Nellis AFB, Nev.
8. December 2004–May 2005, Aide-de-Camp to the Commander, Air Warfare Center, Nellis AFB, Nev.
9. June 2005–June 2006, Student, Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio
10. July 2006–June 2007, Student, School of Advanced Air & Space Studies, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
11. July 2007–January 2008, Student, F-22A Qualification Training, Tyndall AFB, Fla.



12. February 2008–June 2009, Director of Operations, 43rd FS, Tyndall AFB, Fla.
13. July 2009–October 2009, Student, F-16 Qualification Training, Luke AFB, Ariz.
14. January 2010–January 2012, Commander/Leader, U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron “Thunderbirds”, Nellis AFB,
Nev.
15. January 2012–June 2012, Student, Air University Lorenz Fellowship, Las Vegas, Nev.
16. July 2012–July 2013, Vice Commander, 451st Air Expeditionary Wing, Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan
17. August 2013–June 2015, Special Assistant to the Director & U.S. Air Force Operational Liaison, Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency
18. June 2015–July 2017, Commander, 432nd Wing & 432nd Air Expeditionary Wing, Creech AFB, Nev.
19. July 2017–July 2019, Commander, 18th Wing, Kadena Air Base, Japan
20. July 2019–June 2020, Deputy Director for Operations, Headquarters, U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, Camp H.M. Smith, Hawaii
21. July 2020–June 2021, Director, Plans, Programs, and Requirements, Headquarters Air Combat Command, Joint Base
Langley-Eustis, Va.
22. June 2021–August 2024, Commander, U.S. Air Force Warfare Center, Nellis AFB, Nev.
23. August 2024–present, Commander, Alaskan NORAD Region, North American Aerospace Defense Command, Commander,
Alaskan Command, U.S. Northern Command & Commander, Eleventh Air Force, Pacific Air Forces, JB Elmendorf-Richardson,
Alaska

SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS
1. August 2013–June 2015, Special Assistant to the Director & U.S. Air Force Operational Liaison, Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency, as a colonel
2. July 2019–June 2020, Deputy Director for Operations, Headquarters, U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, Camp H.M. Smith, Hawaii,
as a brigadier general
3. August 2024–present, Commander, Alaskan Region, North American Aerospace Defense Command, Commander, Alaskan
Command, U.S. Northern Command & Commander, Eleventh Air Force, Pacific Air Forces, Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson,
Alaska, as a lieutenant general

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Rating:  command pilot
Flight hours:  more than 3,400
Aircraft flown:  F-15C/D, F-22A, F-16C/D, MC-12W and MQ-9

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Distinguished Service Medal
Defense Superior Service Medal with oak leaf cluster
Legion of Merit with two oak leaf clusters
Bronze Star Medal
Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters
Aerial Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Air and Space Commendation Medal with oak leaf cluster

(Current as of August 2024)



EFFECTIVE DATES OF
RANK

Second Lieutenant
December 22, 1989

First Lieutenant
December 22, 1991

Captain
December 22, 1993

Major
March 01, 2001

Lieutenant Colonel
April 01, 2004

Colonel
October 01, 2008

Brigadier General
August 29, 2014

Major General
June 01, 2018

Lieutenant General
March 02, 2022

BIOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

LIEUTENANT GENERAL STEPHEN L. DAVIS

Lt. Gen. S.L. Davis is the Inspector General of the Department of the Air Force, Office
of the Secretary of the Air Force, Arlington, Virginia. In this capacity, he reports to
the Secretary of the Air Force, Air Force Chief of Staff, and Chief of Space
Operations on matters concerning Department of the Air Force readiness, efficiency
and the military discipline of active duty, Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard
forces. He also oversees the inspection and evaluation system for all Department of
the Air Force nuclear and conventional forces; oversees Department of the Air Force
counterintelligence operations; investigates fraud, waste and abuse; oversees
criminal investigations; and provides oversight of complaints resolution programs.
Lt. Gen. Davis is responsible for three field operating agencies: the Air Force
Inspection Agency, the Office of Special Investigations, and the Department of
Defense Cyber Crime Center.

Lt. Gen. Davis was commissioned in 1989 after graduation from Officer Training
School. He has served in a variety of operational and staff assignments including
commanding a Minuteman Intercontinental Ballistic Missile wing and the nation’s
only ICBM flight test squadron. His headquarters staff assignments include duty at
Air Force Space Command, Air Staff, U.S. Strategic Command, Joint Staff, and
National Nuclear Security Administration.

EDUCATION
1989 Bachelor of Arts, Economics, Wright State University, Fairborn, Ohio
1994 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.
1997 Master of Business Administration, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University,
Daytona Beach, Fla.
2002 Master of Military Studies, Marine Command and Staff College, Marine Corps
University, Quantico, Va.
2003 Master of Airpower Art and Science, School of Advanced Airpower Studies, Air
University, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
2008 National Defense Fellow, The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts
University, Medford, Mass.

ASSIGNMENTS
1. December 1989–March 1990, Student, Undergraduate Missile Training,
Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.
2. May 1990–November 1994, Minuteman III Combat Crew Member, Senior
Evaluator Crew Commander, and Chief Standardization/Evaluation, 321st Strategic
Missile Wing, Grand Forks AFB, N.D.
3. December 1994–October 1997, Intercontinental Ballistic Missile Test Operations
Officer, TOP HAND, 576th Flight Test Squadron, Vandenberg AFB, Calif.
4. November 1997–June 1999, Staff Officer, Missile Operations and Future
Concepts Division, Directorate of Operations, Headquarters Air Force Space
Command, Peterson AFB, Colo.
5. July 1999–October 2000, Executive Officer to the Director of Staff, Headquarters
Air Force Space Command, Peterson AFB, Colo.
6. November 2000–June 2001, Flight Commander, 11th Space Warning Squadron,
21st Space Wing, Schriever AFB, Colo.
7. July 2001–June 2002, Student, Marine Corps Command and Staff College, Quantico, Va.
8. July 2002–June 2003, Student, School of Advanced Airpower Studies, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
9. July 2003–May 2004, Chief of Strategy, Concept Development and Strategy Division, Air and Space Operations, Headquarters
Air Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.
10. June 2004–November 2004, Joint Staff Secretary and Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel (J1), Iraq Survey Group, Multi-
National Force–Iraq, Baghdad
11. December 2004–June 2005, Deputy Chief, Aerospace Expeditionary Force Policy Division, Air and Space Operations,
Headquarters U.S. Air Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.
12. June 2005–June 2007, Commander, 576th Flight Test Squadron, Vandenberg AFB, Calif.
13. July 2007–July 2008, National Defense Fellow, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, Medford, Mass.



14. August 2008–June 2009, Chief NIGHT FIST Division, Global Innovation and Strategy Center, Headquarters U.S. Strategic
Command, Offutt AFB, Neb.
15. July 2009–July 2010, Chief, Operations Plans Division (J35), Global Operations Directorate, and Chief of Staff, U.S. Cyber
Command Planning and Implementation Team, Headquarters USSTRATCOM, Offutt AFB, Neb.
16. July 2010–May 2011, Vice Commander, 341st Missile Wing, Malmstrom AFB, Mont.
17. June 2011–June 2012, Commander, 91st Missile Wing, Minot AFB, N.D.
18. June 2012–June 2013, Assistant Deputy Director, Command, Control and Nuclear Operations (J36), The Joint Staff,
Washington, D.C.
19. July 2012–August 2014, Assistant Deputy Director, Nuclear, Homeland Defense and Current Operations (J33), The Joint
Staff, Washington, D.C.
20. September 2014–June 2016, Principal Assistant Deputy Administrator for Military Applications and later Acting Deputy
Administrator for Defense Programs, National Nuclear Security Administration, Department of Energy, Washington, D.C.
21. July 2016–July 2017, Director, Manpower, Organization and Resources, Deputy Chief of Staff, Manpower, Personnel, and
Services, HAF, the Pentagon, Arlington Va.
22. August 2017–May 2018, Special Assistant to the Air Force Chief of Staff for Squadron Vitality, Office of the Air Force Chief of
Staff, HAF, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.
23. June 2018–August 2020, Director of Global Operations, Headquarters USSTRATCOM, Offutt AFB, Neb.
24. September 2020–February 2022, Director, Global Power Programs, Office of the Assistant Secretary Acquisition, Technology
and Logistics, Arlington, Va.
25. March 2022-present, Inspector General, Department of the Air Force, Headquarters Air Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.

SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS
1. August 2008–June 2009, Chief, NIGHT FIST Division, Global Innovation and Strategy Center, Headquarters, U.S. Strategic
Command, Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. as a colonel
2. July 2009–July 2010, Chief, Operations Plans Division (J35), Global Operations Directorate, and Chief of Staff, United States
Cyber Command Planning and Implementation Team, USSTRATCOM, Offutt AFB, Neb. as a colonel
3. June 2012–August 2014, Assistant Deputy Director, Command, Control and Nuclear Operations (J36) and later Assistant
Deputy Director, Nuclear, Homeland Defense and Current Operations (J33), The Joint Staff, Washington, D.C. as a colonel and
brigadier general
4. September 2014–June 2016, Principal Assistant Deputy Administrator for Military Application, National Nuclear Security
Administration, Department of Energy, Washington, D.C. as a brigadier general
5. June 2018–August 2020, Director of Global Operations, Headquarters USSTRATCOM, Offutt AFB, Neb. as a major general

OPERATIONAL INFORMATION
Minuteman III ICBM
Officer Aircrew - Airborne Emergency Action Officer on E-6B Looking Glass
Flight hours: 330

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Distinguished Service Medal
Defense Superior Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters
Legion of Merit
Defense Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters
Aerial Achievement Medal
Joint Service Commendation Medal
Air and Space Commendation Medal
Combat Readiness Medal with oak leaf cluster
National Defense Service Medal with bronze star
Iraq Campaign Medal with two campaign stars
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal
Humanitarian Service Medal with bronze star
Nuclear Deterrence Operations Service Medal with “N” device and silver oak leaf cluster

EFFECTIVE DATES OF RANK
Second Lieutenant Dec. 22, 1989
First Lieutenant Dec. 22, 1991
Captain Dec. 22, 1993
Major March 1, 2001
Lieutenant Colonel April 1, 2004
Colonel Oct. 1, 2008
Brigadier General Aug. 29, 2014
Major General June 1, 2018
Lieutenant General March 2, 2022

(Current as of September 2023)

8/16/24, 4:34 PM STEPHEN L. DAVIS



 
Rear Admiral Peter A. Garvin 

 
 

 

Rear Adm. Pete Garvin graduated with merit from the United States Naval 
Academy in 1989 having earned a Bachelor of Science in Aerospace 
Engineering (Astronautics). He is a 2005 graduate of the National War 
College, earning a Master of Science in National Security Strategy and a 
2015 alumnus of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Seminar XXI. 

His operational assignments include service with the “Pelicans” of Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 45, where he was the 1995 Association of Naval Aviation 
Pilot of the Year; department head with the “Mad Foxes” of VP-5; 
navigator aboard USS Kearsarge (LHD 3), where he served as flag 
navigator for the embarked Amphibious Squadron (PHIBRON) 6; 
executive and 59th commanding officer of the “Fighting Tigers” of VP-8; 
and commander of Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing (CPRW) 10. 

His shore assignments include flag lieutenant to Commander, Patrol Wings Atlantic (CPWL), Commander, 
Task Force (CTF) 84; instructor pilot at the P-3 fleet replacement squadron, VP-30; Washington placement 
officer at the Bureau of Naval Personnel (PERS 441); executive officer for the director, Operational Plans 
and Joint Force Development Directorate (J-7), Joint Staff; federal executive fellow at the Council on 
Foreign Relations (CFR); undersea warfare branch head in the assessments division (N81) and deputy 
director, unmanned warfare systems (N99) on the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations staff; and 
executive assistant to the vice chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

As a flag officer, he served as the 22nd commander of Navy Recruiting Command, commander, Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Group and Patrol and Reconnaissance Group Pacific, the 20th commander, Naval 
Education and Training Command, and most recently as the 58th President, United States Naval War 
College.  He has been confirmed to serve as the next President of the National Defense University. 

His decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal, the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion 
of Merit (five awards), Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (two awards), Air 
Medal (two strike/flight) and various personal, unit and campaign decorations. 
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Second Lieutenant
May 18, 1991

First Lieutenant
May 01, 1993

Captain
September 01, 1995

Major
March 01, 2002

Lieutenant Colonel
April 01, 2006

Colonel
August 01, 2011

Brigadier General
August 02, 2017

Major General
December 01, 2019

Lieutenant General
January 30, 2024

BIOGRAPHY UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

LIEUTENANT GENERAL DAVID R. IVERSON

Lt. Gen. David R. Iverson is Deputy Commander, U.S. Forces Korea; Commander, Air
Component Command, United Nations Command; Commander, Combined Air
Component Command, Combined Forces Command; and Commander, Seventh Air
Force, Pacific Air Forces, Osan Air Base, South Korea. He is also the U.S.
representative to the joint committee for the Status of Forces agreement between
the two countries.

Lt. Gen. Iverson received his commission in 1991 through the Air Force ROTC
program at the University of Virginia. Following EURO-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training
at Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas, he was assigned to fly the F-15E Strike Eagle. He
has served in various flying duties, including Evaluator and Instructor, Flight
Commander, Chief of Weapons, Director of Operations, and Commander at the
squadron, group, and wing levels. He also served as the Congressional Legislative
Liaison and the 609th Air and Space Operations Center Commander, Al Udeid Air
Base, Qatar. Prior to his current assignment, he was the Director of Air and
Cyberspace Operations, Headquarters Pacific Air Forces, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii.

Lt. Gen. Iverson is a command pilot with more than 5,400 flying hours, with over
1500 combat hours earned during operations Deny Flight, Southern Watch, Northern
Watch, Iraqi Freedom, Enduring Freedom and Inherent Resolve.

EDUCATION
1991 Bachelor of Arts, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.
1998 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.
2003 Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala. by correspondence
2011 Air War College, Air University, Maxwell, Ala.

ASSIGNMENTS
1. February 1992–June 1993, Student, Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training and Lead
in Fighter Training, Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas
2. June 1993–April 1994, Student, F-15E Replacement Training Unit, Luke AFB, Ariz.
3. April 1994–July 1997, Instructor, Scheduler, Weapons Officer, 90th Fighter
Squadron, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska
4. July 1997–January 1998, F-15E Strike Eagle Weapons Instructor Course, Nellis
AFB, Nev.
5. January 1998–August 2000, Flight Commander, Chief of Weapons, 335th Fighter
Squadron, Seymour Johnson AFB, N.C.
6. August 2000–January 2002, F-15E Strike Eagle Chief Force Development and
Evaluation, 28th Training Squadron, Detachment 1, Nellis AFB, Nev.
7. January 2002–June 2003, F-15E Strike Eagle Chief Tactics Development and
Evaluation, 28TS, Det 1, Nellis AFB, Nev.
8. June 2003–March 2005, Checkmate Division, AF/XOOC, the Pentagon, Arlington,
Va.
9. March 2005–October 2006, Secretary of the Air Force Legislative Liaison, SAF/LLW, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.
10. October 2006–May 2007, Chief, Advanced Programs Office, 48th Fighter Wing, Royal Air Force Lakenheath, United Kingdom
11. May 2007–October 2008, Director of Operations, 492nd Fighter Squadron, RAF Lakenheath, U.K.
12. November 2008–February 2010, Commander, 492nd Fighter Squadron, RAF Lakenheath, U.K.
13. February 2010–May 2010, Deputy Commander, 48th Operations Group, RAF Lakenheath, U.K.
14. July 2010–May 2011, Air War College, Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
15. August 2011–August 2012, Commander, 609th Air and Space Operations Center, Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar
16. August 2012–July 2013, Chief, Secretary of the Air Force Congressional Action Division, SAF/LLZ, the Pentagon, Arlington,
Va.
17. July 2013–February 2014, Director of Operations (J3), U.S. Forces Japan, Yokota AB, Japan
18. February 2014–March 2016, Commander, 366th Fighter Wing, Mountain Home AFB, Idaho
19. April 2016–February 2017, Senior Military Advisor to the Undersecretary of the Air Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.
20. February 2017–June 2018, Senior Military Advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.



21. June 2018–June 2019, Commander, 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing, Southwest Asia
22. July 2019–July 2021, Vice Director for Joint Force Development, J-7 the Joint Staff, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.
23. July 2021–January 2024, Director of Air and Cyberspace Operations, Pacific Air Forces, Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam,
Hawaii
24. January 2024–present, Deputy Commander, United States Forces Korea; Commander, Air Component Command, United
Nations Command; Commander, Air Component Command, Combined Forces Command; and Commander, Seventh Air Force,
Pacific Air Forces, Osan AB, South Korea

SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS
1. July 2013–February 2014, Director of Operations (J3), U.S. Forces Japan, Yokota Air Base, Japan
2. July 2019–July 2021, Vice Director for Joint Force Development, J-7 the Joint Staff, Arlington, Va.

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Rating:  command pilot
Flight hours:  more than 5,400; combat hours: 1,500
Aircraft flown:  T-37, T-38, F-15E, F-15SG, and F-16

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Defense Superior Service Medal
Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster
Distinguished Flying Cross with “V” device
Bronze Star Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Defense Meritorious Service Medal
Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters Air Medal with three silver oak leaf clusters
Air Force Combat Action Medal
Aerial Achievement Medal with oak leaf cluster
Air and Space Commendation Medal

(Current as of April 2024)
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EFFECTIVE DATES OF
RANK

Second Lieutenant
September 26, 1990

First Lieutenant
September 26, 1992

Captain
September 26, 1994

Major
November 01, 2001

Lieutenant Colonel
September 01, 2006

Colonel
October 01, 2010

Brigadier General
August 02, 2016

Major General
October 02, 2019

Lieutenant General
January 08, 2024

BIOGRAPHY UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

LIEUTENANT GENERAL MICHAEL J. LUTTON

Lt. Gen. Michael J. Lutton is the Deputy Commander, Air Force Global Strike
Command and Deputy Commander, Air Forces Strategic-Air, U.S. Strategic
Command, Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana. AFGSC provides strategic
deterrence, global strike capability, and combat support to USSTRATCOM and the
geographic combatant commands. The command is comprised of more than
33,700 professionals operating at two numbered air forces; 11 active duty, Air
National Guard, and Air Force Reserve wings; and the Joint Global Strike Operations
Center. Weapons systems assigned to AFGSC include all Air Force intercontinental
ballistic missiles and bomber aircraft, UH-1N helicopters, E-4B National Airborne
Operations Center aircraft and the Air Force NC3 weapons system.

Lt. Gen. Lutton is a career space and missile officer. He is a graduate of the United
States Air Force Weapons School. He also served as weapons officer instructor,
weapons squadron operations officer and weapons squadron commander. Lt. Gen.
Lutton commanded the United States Air Force's only group providing initial training
for the nation's space and intercontinental ballistic missile operations and air
launched cruise missile maintenance forces. Lt. Gen. Lutton served as a weapons
officer in the 32nd Air Operations Group and served in Operation Allied Force. Lt.
Gen. Lutton also served as the Deputy Director for Nuclear and Homeland Defense
Operations, the Joint Staff, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia.

Prior to this assignment, Lt. Gen. Lutton commanded the Twentieth Air Force, Air
Force Global Strike Command, Francis E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyoming.

EDUCATION
1989 Bachelor of Arts, Kent State University, Ohio
1990 Air Force ROTC, Distinguished Graduate
1995 Master of Science, Systems Management, Lesley College, Cambridge, Mass.
1997 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.
1998 United States Air Force Weapons School, Nellis AFB, Nev.
2001 Joint Doctrine Air Campaign Planners Course, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
2004 Joint Special Operations Planners Course, Hurlburt Field, Fla.
2005 Air Command and Staff College, Distinguished Graduate, Air University,
Maxwell AFB, Ala.
2005 Master of Arts, Military Operational Art and Science, Air University, Maxwell
AFB, Ala.
2006 Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
2010 Naval War College, Distinguished Graduate with Highest Distinction, Newport,
R.I.
2010 Master of Arts, National Security and Strategic Studies, Naval War College,
Newport, R.I.
2010 University of Tennessee, Center for Executive Education, Knoxville
2017 University of North Carolina, Kenan Flagler Business School--Enterprise
Leadership Seminar
2019 Advanced Senior Leader Development Seminar, Warrenton, Va.
2019 Combined Forces Air Component Commander Course, Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

ASSIGNMENTS
1. February 1991–June 1991, Student, Missile Initial Qualification Training, 4315th Combat Crew Training Squadron, Vandenberg
Air Force Base, Calif.
2. July 1991–September 1992, Deputy Missile Combat Crew Commander and Standardization Evaluation Deputy Missile
Combat Crew Commander, 400th Missile Squadron and 90th Operations Group, F. E. Warren AFB, Wyo.
3. October 1992–September 1993, Missile Combat Crew Commander, Training and Evaluation Flight Commander, 400th Missile
Squadron, F. E. Warren AFB, Wyo.
4. September 1993–June 1995, Senior Instructor Commander and Senior Evaluator Commander, 90th Operations Group, F. E.
Warren AFB, Wyo.
5. June 1995–December 1997, Crew Commander, Chief, Operations Training and Flight Commander, Operations, 4th Space



Operations Squadron, Schriever AFB, Colo.
6. January 1998–June 1998, Student, U.S. Air Force Weapons School, Nellis AFB, Nev.
7. July 1998–June 2000, Chief, Space Control and Deputy Chief, U.S. Air Forces in Europe Special Technical Operations, 32nd Air
Operations Group, Ramstein Air Base, Germany
8. July 2000–June 2001, Executive Officer, Assistant Director of Operations, Headquarters, USAFE, Ramstein AB, Germany
9. July 2001–June 2004, Instructor, Assistant Operations Officer and Operations Officer, 328th Weapons Squadron, U.S. Air
Force Weapons School, Nellis AFB, Nev.
10. July 2004–June 2005, Student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
11. July 2005–June 2007, Chief, Congressional Activities Branch, Deputy Chief of Staff, Air and Space Operations, Headquarters,
U.S. Air Force and Chief, Space Operations, Secretary and Chief of Staff of the Air Force Executive Action Group, Headquarters
U.S. Air Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, Va.
12. June 2007–June 2009, Commander, 328th Weapons Squadron, U.S. Air Force Weapons School, Nellis AFB, Nev.
13. July 2009–July 2010, Student, Naval War College, Naval Station Newport, Newport, R.I.
14. July 2010–June 2012, Commander, 381st Training Group, Vandenberg AFB, Calif.
15. June 2012–June 2014, Deputy Director, Mission Assessment and Analysis, (J9) Headquarters U.S. Strategic Command,
Offutt AFB, Neb.
16. June 2014–June 2016, Commander, 91st Missile Wing, Minot AFB, N.D.
17. June 2016–July 2018, Principal Assistant Deputy Administrator for Military Applications, National Nuclear Security
Administration, Department of Energy, Washington, D.C.
18. July 2018–June 2020, Deputy Director for Nuclear and Homeland Defense Operations, the Joint Staff, the Pentagon,
Arlington, Va.
19. July 2020–January 2024, Commander, 20th Air Force, Air Force Global Strike Command, Francis E. Warren AFB, Wyo.
20. January 2024–present, Deputy Commander, Air Force Global Strike Command, Barksdale AFB, La.

SUMMARY OF JOINT AND INTERAGENCY ASSIGNMENTS
1. June 2012–June 2014, Deputy Director, Mission Assessment and Analysis, (J9) Headquarters U.S. Strategic Command, Offutt
AFB, Neb., as a colonel
2. June 2016–July 2018, Principal Assistant Deputy Administrator for Military Applications, National Nuclear Security
Administration, Department of Energy, Washington, D.C., as a brigadier general
3. July 2018–June 2020, Deputy Director for Nuclear and Homeland Defense Operations, the Joint Staff, the Pentagon,
Arlington, Va., as a brigadier general

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Distinguished Service Medal
Defense Superior Service Medal
Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster
Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters
Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Joint Meritorious Unit Award with two oak leaf clusters
Combat Readiness Medal

(Current as of February 2024)



 

Ervin Massinga is the United States Ambassador to the Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia.  A career member of the Senior Foreign Service, he holds the 
rank of Minister Counselor.  Prior to his appointment to Ethiopia, Ambassador 
Massinga was the State Department’s Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for the 
Bureau of African Affairs.  From 2018 through 2021, he served as the Acting Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs and the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Pakistan. 

Ambassador Massinga served as Deputy Chief of Mission in Khartoum, Sudan from 2016-
2018, and in Conakry, Guinea from 2013-2016.  Other assignments include overseas tours 
in the Dominican Republic, Chile, Cote d’Ivoire and China, as well as domestic 
assignments in the State Department’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research, the Bureau of 
African Affairs, the Bureau of Energy and Economic Affairs, and at the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative. 

Ambassador Massinga is a graduate of Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service 
and the University of Washington’s Graduate School of Public Affairs.  He has studied 
Spanish, French, and Mandarin Chinese. 

 



Major General Christopher A. McPhillips  
 

Commander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Central Command 
 

 
Major General Chris McPhillips graduated from 
San Jose State University with a B.S. in 
Aeronautics and was commissioned in June 1990.  
Upon completion of AV-8B Harrier training in 
November 1993, he reported to VMA-311 and 
deployed to the Arabian Gulf with 15th MEU and 
to 31st MEU in Okinawa, Japan. In June 1997, 
Major General McPhillips reported to 1st Marine 
Division to serve as the Assistant Division Air 
Officer and Division Forward Air Controller. In 
1998, he was selected to attend the Weapons and 
Tactics Instructor course at Marine Aviation 
Weapons and Tactics School. He later deployed 
with VMA-311 to 31st MEU Okinawa Japan as 
Weapons and Tactics Instructor.  
 
Beginning in July 2000, he served as a MAWTS-1 
Instructor Pilot. During this tour, he deployed to 
the Arabian Gulf with Marine Aircraft Group 13 as 
a Wing planner and pilot during Operations 
SOUTHERN WATCH and IRAQI FREEDOM. In 
2003, he attended USAF Air Command and Staff 
College graduating with a Masters Degree in Military Operational Science reporting to Aviation Plans 
and Policy, Headquarters Marine Corps in July 2004. There, he served as the Joint and External matters 
officer, leading the revision of DoD’s Joint Close Air Support Doctrine and development of the Joint 
Terminal Attack Controller and Joint Fires Observer programs.  
 
After assuming command of VMFA-214 in November 2006, Major General McPhillips deployed with 
the squadron to Iwakuni, Japan supporting two 31st MEU deployments. In June 2008, he attended the 
U.S. Naval War College earning a Master’s Degree in National Security. In June 2009, Major General 
McPhillips then served as the Offensive Cyber Operations Division Chief, J3, Joint Chiefs of Staff until 
serving as the Executive Assistant to the J3, the Joint Staff. In April 2011, he reported to the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense, Defense Business Board to serve as a Military Assistant researching Satellite 
Acquisitions and Fuel price hedging strategies for DOD.  
 
In May 2013, he assumed command of Marine Aircraft Group 13. In 2015, Major General McPhillips 
served as a Military Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations in New York City. In September 2015 he 
reported to 1st MAW to serve as Assistant Wing Commander after completing F- 35B conversion 
training. Major General McPhillips assumed command of 3d Marine Expeditionary Brigade and the 
duties of Deputy Commanding General, III Marine Expeditionary Force in July 2017. In June 2019 Major 
General McPhillips assumed the duties of Commanding General 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. In 2021 Major 
General McPhillips assumed the duties of Director of Strategic Planning and Policy at U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command. 
 
His personal awards include: the Navy Achievement Medal, Air Medal, Navy and Marine Corps 
Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Legion of Merit and Defense 
Superior Service Medal. He is married to Candice McPhillips from Springfield, VA. They have one 
daughter, Lexi. 



    

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  SPACE  F O R C E 
 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL DOUGLAS A. SCHIESS 
 
Lt. Gen. Douglas A. Schiess is the Commander, U.S. Space Forces - Space; and United 
States Space Command’s Combined Joint Force Space Component Commander, 
Vandenberg Space Force Base, California. General Schiess leads thousands of joint 
and combined personnel across 70 tactical units with a mission to plan, integrate, 
conduct and assess global space operations in order to deliver combat relevant space 
effects in, from, and to space for Combatant Commanders, Coalition partners, the Joint 
Force and the Nation. The General plans and executes space operations through two 
command and control deltas and exercises operational control of assigned and 
attached U.S. Space Forces including all or portions of six operational deltas. 
Additionally, General Schiess controls five distinct and geographically dispersed 
operations centers, including the Combined Space Operations Center at Vandenberg 
SFB, California; the National Space Defense Center at Schriever SFB, Colorado; the 
Missile Warning Center at Cheyenne Mountain Space Force Station, Colorado; the 
Joint Overhead Persistent Infrared Planning Center at Buckley SFB, Colorado; and the 
Joint Navigation Warfare Center at Kirtland AFB, New Mexico. 
 
General Schiess entered the Air Force as a Distinguished Graduate of the Air Force 
Reserve Officer Training Corps at the University of California, Los Angeles in 1992, and 
transferred to the United States Space Force in 2022. He has commanded the 4th Space Operations Squadron at Schriever 
Air Force Base, Colorado; the 45th Operations Group at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida; the 21st Space Wing at 
Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado; and the 45th Space Wing at Patrick Air Force Base, Florida. He deployed to Al Udeid Air 
Base, Qatar, in support of operations Enduring Freedom, Resolute Support, and Inherent Resolve. His staff assignments 
include Headquarters Air Force Space Command, Headquarters Space Operations Command, the Air Staff and Office of the 
Secretary of the Air Force. Prior to his current assignment, General Schiess was the Commander, Combined Force Space 
Component Command and Vice Commander, Space Operations Command. 
 
EDUCATION 
1992  Bachelor of Science, Physics, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, Calif. 
1996  Master of Science, Human Resources Management, Central Michigan University, Mount Pleasant, Mich. 
1997  Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
2000  Master of Arts, Organizational Management, George Washington University, Washington, D.C. 
2003  Air Command and Staff College (Correspondence) 
2004  Master of Science, Space Systems, Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 
2007  Air War College (Correspondence) 
2012  Master of Arts, National Security Strategy, National War College, Fort McNair, Washington, D.C. 
2014  Director of Space Forces Course, Advanced Space Operations School, Peterson AFB, Colo. 
2015  Enterprise Perspective Seminar, Alan L. Freed Associates, Washington, D.C. 
2016  Enterprise Leadership Seminar, Kenan-Flagler Business School, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C. 
2018  National and International Security Leadership Seminar, Alan L. Freed Associates, Washington, D.C. 
2019  Capstone General and Flag Officer Course, National Defense University, Fort McNair, Washington, D.C. 
2021  Advanced Senior Leader Development Seminar, Warrenton, Va. 
2022  Cybersecurity: The Intersection of Policy and Technology, Harvard Kennedy School, Cambridge, Mass. 
2022  Joint Flag Officer Warfighting Course, Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala. 
2022  Combined/Joint Forces Land Component Commander Course, Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pa. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
1.  January 1993 – April 1993, Student, Undergraduate Missile Training, Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif. 
2.  April 1993 – September 1995, ICBM Crew Commander, Deputy Flight Commander, Instructor and ICBM Deputy Crew 
Commander, 446th Missile Squadron, Grand Forks AFB, N.D. 
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3.  September 1995 – March 1997, Senior Evaluator and ICBM Crew Commander Evaluator, Standardization and Evaluation 
Division, 321st Missile Group, Grand Forks AFB, N.D. 
4.  March 1997 – July 1998, Chief of Training, Launch Crew Commander and Launch Controller, 2nd Space Launch Squadron, 
Vandenberg AFB, Calif. 
5.  July 1998 – June 2000, Air Force Intern Program with duties in Personnel Force Management Directorate, Air Force Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Personnel and the Office of the Secretary of Defense (Nuclear, Chemical and Biological Programs), Pentagon, 
Washington, D.C. 
6.  June 2000 – July 2001, Global Positioning System Crew Commander and Satellite Vehicle Operator, 2nd Space Operations 
Squadron, Schriever AFB, Colo. 
7.  July 2001 – August 2002, Executive Officer to the Wing Commander, 50th Space Wing, Schriever AFB, Colo. 
8.  August 2002 – August 2003, Command Lead, Space Professional Development, Vice Commander’s Action Group, 
Headquarters, Air Force Space Command, Peterson AFB, Colo. 
9.  August 2003 – June 2004, Intermediate Development Education Student, Air Force Institute of Technology,  
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 
10.  June 2004 – July 2005, Chief, Military Satellite Communications Operations Branch, Space Operations Division, 
Directorate of Strategic Security, Deputy Chief of Staff for Air and Space Operations, Pentagon, Washington, D.C. 
11.  July 2005 – July 2007, Chief, Space and Missile Programs, Weapon Systems Division, Legislative Liaison, Office of  
the Secretary of the Air Force, Pentagon, Washington, D.C. 
12.  July 2007 – June 2009, Operations Officer, 2d Space Operations Squadron, Schriever AFB, Colo. 
13.  June 2009 – June 2011, Commander, 4th Space Operations Squadron, Schriever AFB, Colo. 
14.  July 2011 – July 2012, Student, National War College, Fort McNair, Washington, D.C. 
15.  July 2012 – April 2014, Commander, 45th Operations Group, Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Fla. 
16.  April 2014 – April 2015, Director of Space Forces, U.S. Air Forces Central Command, United States Central  
Command, Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar 
17.  June 2015 – July 2017, Commander, 21st Space Wing, Peterson AFB, Colo. 
18.  July 2017 – August 2018, Senior Military Assistant to the Under Secretary of the Air Force, Office of the Under Secretary 
of the Air Force, Pentagon, Washington, D.C. 
19.  August 2018 – December 2020, Commander, 45th Space Wing; and Director, Eastern Range, Patrick AFB, Fla. 
20.  December 2020 – August 2022, Deputy Commanding General Operations after Director, Space and Cyber Operations, 
Headquarters Space Operations Command, Peterson SFB, Colo. 
21. August 2022 – December 2023, Commander, Combined Force Space Component Command, U.S. Space Command; and 
Vice Commander, Space Operations Command, U.S. Space Force, Vandenberg SFB, Calif. 
22. December 2023 – present, Commander, U. S. Space Forces – Space, U.S. Space Force; and Combined Joint Space 
Force Component Commander, U. S. Space Command, Vandenberg SF, Calf. 
 
SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS 
1.  April 2014 – April 2015, Director of Space Forces, U.S. Air Forces Central Command, United States Central Command, Al 
Udeid AB, Qatar, as a Colonel 
2. August 2022 – December 2023 Commander, Combined Force Space Component, U.S. Space Command, Vandenberg 
SFB, Calif, as a Major General 
3. December 2023 – present, Combined Joint Force Space Component Commander, U.S. Space Command, Vandenberg 
SFB, Calif, as a Lieutenant General 
 
OPERATIONAL INFORMATION 
Badges: Command Space Operations Badge and Basic Missile Operations Badge 
Systems: Minuteman III Intercontinental Ballistic Missile, Delta II Launch Vehicle, Global Positioning System, Milstar Satellite 
Communications System and the Eastern Range. 
 
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Distinguished Service Medal 
Legion of Merit with three oak leaf clusters 
Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters 
Air Force Commendation Medal 
Air Force Achievement Medal 
 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 
1992  Distinguished Graduate, Reserve Officer Training Corps 
1993  Distinguished Graduate, Undergraduate Missile Training 
1997  Outstanding Contributor, Squadron Officer School 
2000  Distinguished Graduate, GPS Initial Qualification Training 
2007  John J. Welch Air Force Award for Excellence in Acquisition Leadership 
2009  Academic Achievement Award, Milstar Initial Qualification Training 
2017  Air Force Space Command General and Mrs. Jerome F. O’Malley Award 



MAJOR-GENERAL E.D. SIMONEAU, OMM, MSM, CD 
DEPUTY COMMANDER OF MILITARY PERSONNEL COMMAND 
 
Major-General Erick Simoneau is a Tactical Aviator 
who spent most of the early career between Kingston, 
Valcartier and Ottawa. During these postings, he 
deployed to Haïti, Kosovo and, on three occasions, to 
Afghanistan. His most recent deployment was to 
Kandahar as Commander of the tactical helicopter 
unit comprised of Chinook and Griffon helicopters. 
Major-General Simoneau has also taken part in a 
number of domestic operations throughout Canada 
and directed many others in response to natural 
disasters in his capacity of Deputy Chief of Staff 
Continental Operations while in the Canadian Joint 
Operations Command in Ottawa. 
 
During his posting to 1 Wing HQ Kingston, he held 
the position of Head of Operations Management. In 
2009 Major-General Simoneau then commanded 430 
Helicopter Squadron in Valcartier. In 2011 he moved 
to Ottawa to hold a section head position in the 
VCDS Group/Chief of Programmes where he was in charge of force planning with respect to 
human and organizational resources. Promoted Colonel in 2013, he moved on to command 2 
Wing Bagotville, the unique expeditionary wing of the RCAF. In 2016, Major-General Simoneau 
became the Canadian Joint Operations Command Deputy Chief of Staff Continental Operations 
where he overlooked files such as the Arctic, NORAD/ North Command Domestic Operations 
and the Search and Rescue files amongst many others. In 2017 he became special advisor to 
commander CJOC from which he was promoted in 2018 to Brigadier-General and transferred to 
the Privy Council Office as Director of Operations Foreign and Defence Policy. In 2020 he 
assumed the duties of Director General Plans at the Strategic Joint Staff In Spring 2022 he was 
assigned as Chief of Staff - Professional Conduct and Culture and promoted to his current rank. 
Since late August 2024, he was appointed as the Deputy Commander of Military Personnel 
Command. 
 
Major-General Simoneau has a Bachelor's degree in Administration from the Royal Military 
College Saint-Jean (CMR - 1993) Saint-Jean and a Master's in Defence Studies, which he earned 
while taking part in the Joint Command and Staff Programme in Toronto. He is also a graduate of 
the National Security Programme from the Canadian Forces College (NSP 8 - 2016). 
 

https://cmpapp.mil.ca/dgmc/doc/images_dsa/Simoneau_E._BGen_2.jpg


 

 

Ms. NEDRA D. STOKES 
Defense Intelligence Senior Executive Service 

National Security Agency 
 

 
Ms. Nedra D. Stokes is a senior executive at the National Security Agency, serving in a 
managerial leadership position within the Directorate of Operations. As the Chief of Staff in NSA’s 
largest directorate, she leads the workforce pillar, advising the Director and Deputy Directors of 
Operations on pertinent administrative and human capital operations for thousands of civilian, 
military, and contract support personnel.  She is responsible for direct oversight of all matters 
affecting the Operations Directorate Senior Executives and serves as a member of the Operations 
Career Development Board. Ms. Stokes leads her organization’s Workforce pillar, charged with 
personnel decisions and policy initiatives. 
 
Her 35-year career at NSA, which encompasses 20 years of military service, includes numerous 
technical and managerial positions in collection operations, signals analysis, collection 
management, and organizational leadership. She has served at NSA Washington as well as 
several field sites.  Ms. Stokes has a Master of Science in Cyber Security from the University of 
Maryland, a Master of Arts in Administration from Central Michigan University, and a Bachelor of 
Science in Counseling Psychology from the University of Northern Colorado. She is a 2018 
graduate of NSA Director’s Leadership Program and the recipient of several awards. 
 
 





Rear Admiral Tim Woods CBE 
 

UK Defence Attaché Washington and Head of the British Defence Staff US 
 
Tim Woods has enjoyed a career that has included four tours of 
the UK’s Ministry of Defence, a secondment to the National 
Security Secretariat in the Cabinet Office and operational 
experience in ships, submarines, with NATO, in the land 
environment and, latterly, three years in Ukraine.    
 
Tim joined the Royal Navy in 1988.  Following initial training at 
Britannia Royal Naval College Dartmouth and at sea, he took up 
a deferred place at Downing College, Cambridge to read Natural 
Sciences.  Junior Officer appointments included deployments to 
the Far East and submarine patrols, leading to the Advanced 
Command and Staff Course (2002/03).  After 2 years on the staff 
at Dartmouth, he served as a Military Assistant in CinC Fleet’s 
office responsible for the NATO aspects of the Four-Star role.   

 
He returned to Cambridge University and Downing on promotion to Commander in 2007 to 
read for an MPhil in International Relations.  His first MOD job was in 2009, responsible for 
managing the Maritime Equipment Programme during the Strategic Defence & Security 
Review (SDSR) and subsequent financial planning rounds, which included keeping the 
Queen Elizabeth Class Carriers on budget and options for future Type 26 anti-submarine 
frigates.  He then spent 18 months as a Career Manager and Appointer for 250 officers.   
 
Promoted to Captain in 2013, he deployed to Afghanistan for nine months as Deputy to the 
Three-Star UK National Contingent Commander and Chief J2.  This exposed him to 
coalition campaigning at the strategic level and necessitated close working with the 
Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office, UK Government partners and the US. 
 
After a further MOD appointment as the Capability & Resource lead for Chief of Defence 
People and another SDSR, he was selected for the Royal College of Defence Studies in 
2015, where he was awarded the Wellington Prize for Strategic Analysis.  He was then 
seconded to the National Security Secretariat in the Cabinet Office 2016/17, focussing on 
deterrence and countering hostile state hybrid activity. 
 
Prior to promotion to Commodore in May 2018, he served as Secretary to the Chiefs of 
Staff in UK MOD’s Top Office Group, coordinating weekly operations briefs for the Chief of 
the Defence Staff (CDS) and Ministers, and managing CDS’s routine engagement with the 
Heads of the RN, Army, Royal Air Force and the UK Strategic Command. 
 
Prior to assuming his current role, he was Defence Attaché Kyiv and Head of the British 
Defence Staff in Eastern Europe (November 2019 – August 2022), commanding the DAs 
in a region that included Belarus, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Ukraine at a 
defining moment in post-war history. 
 
A committed Christian and married to Catherine, they live in Woodbridge, Suffolk and have 
two little girls, Nataliya (February 2019) and Arabelle (August 2020).  Tim has four other 
children: Anneli (1997), Barnaby (2000), Jasper (2002) and Heidi (2007).  He enjoys 
reading, cooking, sailing, walking in the countryside and managing three holiday cottages 
in Suffolk.  Perhaps foolishly, he has registered for the Marine Corps 10k in October. 
 
Rear Admiral Tim Woods was appointed as a Commander in the Most Excellent Order of 
the British Empire in His Majesty the King’s first Birthday Honours in 2023. 




